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Vice-Chancellor's Message

| congratulate you on being part of the historiolation of our Centre for
External Studies into a Distance Learning Centrbe Teinvigorated
Centre, is building on a solid tradition of neasyenty years of service to
the Nigerian community in providing higher educatito those who had
hitherto been unable to benefit from it.

Distance Learning requires an environment in whigarners
themselves actively participate in constructingrtbevn knowledge. They
need to be able to access and interpret existimyvledge and in the
process, become autonomous learners.

Consequently, our major goal is to provide fullltnmmedia mode of
teaching/learning in which you will use not onlyintrbut also video,
audio and electronic learning materials.

To this end, we have run two intensive workshapprbduce a fresh
batch of course materials in order to increasetanbally the number of
texts available to you. The authors made greattsfto include the latest
information, knowledge and skills in the differatfisciplines and ensure
that the materials are user-friendly. It is our édipat you will put them to
the best use.

Professor Olufemi A. Bamiro, FNSE
Vice-Chancellor



Foreword

The University of Ibadan Distance Learning Programhas a vision of
providing lifelong education for Nigerian citizem$o for a variety of reasons
have opted for the Distance Learning mode. In they, it aims at

democratizing education by ensuring access andyequi

The U.l. experience in Distance Learning datektiacl1988 when the
Centre for External Studies was established ta ecagenly for upgrading the
knowledge and skills of NCE teachers to a Bachell@gree in Education.
Since then, it has gathered considerable experiencgreparing and
producing course materials for its programmes. fBloent expansions of the
programme to cover Agriculture and the need toeng\the existing materials
have necessitated an accelerated process of cowat®gials production. To
this end, one major workshop was held in Deceml&62which have
resulted in a substantial increase in the numbecooirse materials. The
writing of the courses by a team of experts andrdgs peer review has
ensured the maintenance of the University’s higimnd#rds. The approach is
not only to emphasize cognitive knowledge but aldls and humane values
which are at the core of education, even in anage.

The materials have had the input of experiencebrsdand illustrators
who have ensured that they are accurate, currehteamner friendly. They
are specially written with distance learners in dpisince such people can
often feel isolated from the community of learneékdequate supplementary
reading materials as well as other information sesirare suggested in the
course materials.

The Distance Learning Centre also envisages #wular students of
tertiary institutions in Nigeria who are faced wighdearth of high quality
textbooks will find these books very useful. We #nerefore delighted to
present these new titles to both our Distance liegristudents and the
University’s regular students. We are confidersttthe books will be an
invaluable resource to them.

We would like to thank all our authors, reviewarsd production staff
for the high quality of work.

Best wishes.

ST gpotchont.

Professor Francis O. Egbokhare
Director
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General Introduction and Objectives

This is an elementary course in grammar. The aith@fourse is to teach
you the subject-matter of grammar, drawing attentmlexical categories
such as nouns, verbs, adjectives, etc. We shalnieeathese lexical

categories in detail by giving our illustrationsrn the English language.
The goal of the course is to let you know how thesgor syntactic

categories operate in English and how they manifeday-to-day use of
the language. This will go a long way in helpingiyto differentiate their

operations in English and your mother tongue.

Vii



LECTURE ONE

Nouns

Introduction

In this lecture, we shall discuss the meaning afnso different classes of
nouns and their peculiar features.

Objectives

At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. identify nouns in different contexts;
2. classify nouns into different classes; and
3. properly use nouns in sentences.

Pre-Test
1. Whatis a noun?
2. What are the different classes of nouns?

CONTENT
Definition of Nouns

The noun names some person, place, thing, statetion. In other words,
nouns are naming words. They name persons, placesals, places,
ideas and feelings. They are:

Names of people:  John, Mary, Tosin, etc.
Names of animals: dog, lion, goat, etc.
Names of places:  school, church, Akure, etc.
Names of things:  pen, spoon, chair, etc.



Types of Nouns
1. Proper Nouns

A proper noun is a name that is not common. Itnaime that is particular
to a person, an animal or a place. For instan¢kert are three ‘boys’ in a
class and one calls ‘boy’, it refers to all of theys in the class. But each
of these three boys has a name that identifies lnnty Let us assume that
the first isSegun; the second i&arba while the third isChidi. The name
that identifies each of them is a proper noun.

A man has three dogs. The names of these three atedack, Bull
and Bingo. Therefore,Jack, Bull and Bingo are proper nouns. Proper
nouns include:

i. Names of peoplelohn, Bola, Ibrahim, Oluchetc.
ii. Names of townsAkure, Ibadan, Abeokutatc.

iii. Names of states and countri@ga&mfara, Ebonyi, Lagos, the USA,
Nigeria, the Netherlandstc.

iv. Months of the yealdanuary, February, Marchetc.

v. Days of the weekvlonday, Tuesday, Wednesdaic.

vi. Names of school subjectsconomics, Biology, Mathematietc.
vii. Names of street®anire Street, Dangote Streedtc.

viii. Names of rivers, oceans and set® Red Sea, the Atlantic Ocean,
River Benue, the River Nigeetc.

ix. Names of festivald£gungun festival, Easter festival

X. Names of schooldJniversity of Ibadan, Orogun Grammar School,
University of Puerto Riccetc.

2. Common Nouns

Common nouns are nouns that are common. They areatimes given to
all people, things, places or animals of the samd.KThey are general
names. For instancS8egun, Garba andChidi are all boys. Thereforboy
is a common noun. Alsdack, BingaandBull are all dogs. Therefordpg
iS a common noun.

Note: Orthographically, proper nouns are also differeotm common
nouns. While the first letter of every proper nommust be capitalized
wherever it occurs in sentences that of common nswwritten in small
letters.



3. Countable Nouns

Countable Nouns are nouns that can be countedhér words, these are
nouns that could be taken apart and counted nuatigridhey are pen,
bag, pencil, house etc.

Yoruba:ilé ‘house’,aga ‘chair’ etc.
HausaGida ‘house kijéra ‘chair’ etc.

Features of Countable/Count Nouns

There are two main features that distinguish cdiatanouns from
uncountable nouns in the English language. Thedarkes are:

a. Singular countable nouns are changed into Iphyaadding the
plural markers, -espr -iesas exemplified below:

Singular Plural
pen pens
house houses
mango mangoes
city cities etc.

b. Singular countable nouns can be preceded binteinite article
a/ane.g. aruler, a boy, an egg, an umbrella etc.

4. Uncountable Nouns

Uncountable Nouns are nouns that cannot be coumtédan only be
measured, e.g. water, salt, rice, sand, informagqoipment etc.

Yoruba:omi‘water’, iroyin ‘news’ etc.
Hausaruawa ‘water’, shinkafé ‘rice’ etc.

Features of Uncountable/non-count Nouns

1. Uncountable nouns cannot be changed into plurahdding the

plural markers, -espr -ies Therefore, it is wrong to say or write:
*informations, *waters,

*furnitures



* Uncountable nouns cannot be preceded by the intefarticle
a/an So, it is semantically and grammatically odd &y sr write:
*an information,

*a water, *a furniture

5. Partitive Nouns

Partitive nouns are nouns used with uncountablensido make them
countable. They assist us in making uncountablensicwumerable in
content, e.g.

Singular Plural
a cup of water two cups of water
a piece of chalk four pieces of chalk
a slice of bread three slices of bread
an item of news two items of news
a piece of advice five pieces of advice

Concrete and Abstract Nouns
6. Concrete Nouns

Concrete nouns are nouns that we can see and teughbottle, boy,
house, dog, chair, book etc.

7. Abstract Nouns

Abstract nouns are nouns that we cannot see oh towicwe can only feel.
They usually name feelings, state of mind or charae.g. happiness,
beauty, hunger, wisdom, holiness, faithfulnesgjgasjoy etc.

8. Collective Nouns

Collective nouns are names given to a collectiopadple or things. They
name many people, things or animals coming togethfrm a whole. To

put it differently, a collective noun names a graipndividual as if they

were one individual. Examples of these nouns adexkf committee,

family, class, mob, club, etc.



Features of Collective Nouns
Collective nouns have two characteristics:

i.  Each collective noun selects either a singafgslural verb depending
on the usage. If a collective noun is used in sactvay that all the
members that make it up are considered as a uséldcts a singular verb,
while a collective noun selects a plural verbtifisiused in a way that its
members are considered individually. Consider tilewing sentences:

The juryis finally complete (singular)

The juries were divided in their opinions (plyral

The families have never been able to agree (plura

The familyholdsan annual reunion (singular)

ii. Some of the collective nouns are particulacéotain group of people,
animals or objects.

Examples a team of players, a gang of robbers, a bunclkegt, a
congregation of worshippers, an audience of listere jury of judges, a
family of relations, a galaxy/constellation of statc.

9. Compound Nouns

Compound nouns are nouns that are formed from dic@tion of two or
more words. Compound nouns may be written as seEpaserds,
hyphenated words, or combined words.

Examples high table, world power, poverty line, born-aggmasser-by,
heart-throb, teacup, handshake, headmaster etc.

Appositive Noun

A noun is said to be an appositive of another naurnn apposition with

another noun, when it identifies the same persoobgect under another
name. In other words, apposition is the relationdbetween two noun
phrases that are used in the same way and refgretsame person or
thing. For example, in the sentence below:

My best friend, Olu, is very intelligent.
My best friencandOlu are in apposition.



Summary

In this lecture, | defined nouns as namingds. | also discussed
various types of nouns such as proper nouns- wdniemames that are
particular to persons animals or places; commomsocountable and
uncountable nouns, concrete and abstract nouns;aledtive nouns.
outlined some of features of these nouns. Findllgxplained whal
compound nouns are. In the next lecture, | shatulis pronouns,
words which are used to stand for nouns.

Post-test
1. Classify the following nouns into different cas:
Confidence, chairs, advice, machinery, bag, Lag@sacher,
behaviour, happiness, furniture, Abuja, book, fgmlusinessman,
jury, club, shoes, father-in-law, grassroots
2. Differentiate between countable and non-counnso

3. With examples from English and your mother tangdiscuss in
detail the difference between proper and commoms.ou

Suggested for further reading
Alo, Moses & Ayo Ogunsiji (Eds). (2004)English Language
Communication Skills for Academic Purpasésdan: General Studies
Programme, University of Ibadan.

Babajide, Adeyemi. (2004) Tense, Aspect and Concord. In Alo &
Ogunsiji (Eds) pp. 216- 236.

Bolaji, E.B. and A. Alabi (Eds). (1974)he Principle and
Practice of Communicationlorin: Institute of General Studies, Kwara
State Polytechnic.

Funsho, A (Ed). (1990) English Across Disciplines: A Use of
English Course Textkeja: Pumark Nigeria Limited.

Lamidi, M. T. (2006)Introduction to English Grammar and
Compositionlbadan: Distance Learning Centre, University aidan.

Olaosebikan, Z.0. and S.M. Qlaosebikan. 2001.Fundamentals of
English Grammarlbadan, Ramsed Publications

Taiwo, O. (2008)Basic Concepts in Grammabadan: Distance
Learning Centre, University of Ibadan.



LECTURE TWO

Pronouns

Introduction

In this lecture, | shall undertake an explicit dission of pronouns. The
pronouns | shall discuss personal pronouns, demativet pronouns and
possessive pronouns. | shall explain how you cdaolddentify these
pronouns and use them appropriately.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:

1. identify personal pronouns, demonstrative and [EzSee
pronouns in different contexts;

2. identify different classes of pronouns based oir fnactions and,;
3. properly use them.

Pre-Test
1. What is a pronoun?

2. Explain the following types of pronouns: personabrpuns,
demonstrative pronouns and possessive pronouns.

Content
Definition

The pronoun substitutes for the noun. Téeyusually used to guide
against repetition of nouns. Consider the sentebelesv:



Olu bought a bag-e showed it to Mrs. Johrshediscovered that the
bag is faulty angheaskechimto returnit to wherehe boughtit.

In the above sentences, the pronotifesandhim, are used to replace
Olu; sheis used to stand foirs John whileit is used instead dfag

If it were not for the substitutions that the psans make possible,
repetitious and awkward sentences, rife with distbmeanings, would be
inevitable. The excerpt above would have readwkat we have below:

Olu bought a bagOlu showed it to Mrs. JohrMrs Johndiscovered
that the bag is faulty and Mrs. John ask¥d to returnthe bagto where
Olu boughtthe bag

Type of Pronouns
1. Personal pronouns

Personal pronouns are so called not because tliey tce persons but
rather because they encode some grammatical piexgpertfeatures such
as person and gender. Examples greve, me, us, she, her, it, yoand
them.In terms of person, we can categorize all of thesmouns into
three, namely:

1. The first person pronounThis stands for the person that is talking
i.e. the speaker. These arkewe, meandus

2. Second pronoun This stands for the person being spoken to i.e.
the listener.You is the only second person pronoun in English.

3. Third person pronoun This stand for the person being talked
about.He, she, it, they, hirandher are the third person pronouns
in English.

It should be noted that each of these three tygepecsonal
pronouns has its own singular and plural forms.néés the

following:
Personal pronoun

Singular Plural
1st person [, me we, us
2" person you you
3% person he/she, it, her, him they



For a clearer description between these persor@iopns
based on number, person, gender, subject and pb@dider the

table below:
Person Number | Gender Subject| Object
1*' person | Singular I me
Plural We us
2" person | Singular You You
Plural You You
3% person | Singular | masculine | He him
feminine | She her
neuter It it
Plural They them

2. Demonstrative pronouns

Demonstrative pronouns are pronouns that are wspdint out nouns that
they represent. They show how near the nouns thesesent are to us.
There are four demonstrative pronouns nantélg, these, thaandthose
They can be classified into singular and plurairfer

Singular Plural
this these
that those

It is also important to say that demonstrativenptms can be divided
into two classes in terms of distance. These are:

a. Those showing nearnesthi§’ and ‘thesé. They are used to point
out nouns that are very near to us.

Examples This is my bag
These are my bags

b. Those showing distanceghat’ and “thosé. They are used to point
out nouns that are far from us.

Examples That is my teacher
Those are my teachers.



3. Possessive Pronouns

Another type of pronoun is the possessive pronolihese pronouns are
used to show ownership of nouns. They anée, yours, hers, his, its,
ours, and theirs Some of these pronouns are used in the following
sentences:

This pen is mine.
That pen is yours.
The money is his.
The cage is its.

Summary

In this lecture, |1 gave a vivid explanation of tf@lowing types of
pronouns: personal, demonstrative and possessivepns. | discussed
their features, usage and gave examples of theseuyms. In the nex
lecture, | shall discuss other types of pronounshsas interrogative,
indefinite, reflexive, emphatic or intensive pronsuetc.

—

Post-Test
1. What is a pronoun?

2. Explain the following types of pronouns: personabrpuns,
demonstrative pronouns and possessive pronouns.

Suggested for further reading

Alg, Moses & Ayo Ogunsiji (Eds). (2004).English Language
Communication Skills for Academic Purpaséizadan: General Studies
Programme, University of Ibadan.

Babajide, Adeyemi. (2004) Tense, Aspect and Concord. In Alo &
Ogunsiji (Eds) pp. 216- 236.

Bolaji, E.B. and A. Alabi (Eds). (1974)The Principle and
Practice of Communicatiorilorin: Institute of General Studies, Kwara
State Polytechnic.
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Funshg, A (Ed). (1990).English Across Disciplines: A Use of
English Course Textkeja: Pumark Nigeria Limited.

Lamidi, M. T. (2006). Introduction to English Grammar and
Compositionlbadan: Distance Learning Centre, University atdan.

Olaosebikan, Z.0. and S.M. Qlaosebikan. (2001).Fundamentals of
English Grammarlbadan: Ramsed Publications

Taiwo, O. (2008)Basic Concepts in Grammalbadan: Distance
Learning Centre, University of Ibadan.
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LECTURE THREE

Other Pronoun Types

Introduction

In the last lecture, | discussed three types ohpuas; namely, personal,
demonstrative and possessive pronouns. | shalintenimy discussion of
pronoun types in this lecture. The types | shalscdss include
interrogative pronouns, indefinite pronouns, rdflex pronouns and
emphatic or intensive pronouns. Others are recghrgeonouns and
relative pronouns.

Objectives

At the end of this lecture, you should be ablegoognize and explain
these types of pronouns: interrogative pronoundgfinite pronouns,
reflexive pronouns, emphatic or intensive pronoussjprocal pronouns
and relative pronouns.

Pre-Test

Explain the following: interrogative pronouns, ifidde pronouns,
reflexive pronouns, emphatic or intensive pronoussijprocal pronouns
and relative pronouns.

CONTENT
Interrogative Pronouns

Interrogative pronouns are pronouns used for asyuregtions. They are:
who, whom, whose, which, what, where, wdtg. These words ask
guestions that produce nouns as answers. Some sanp given below.

12



Who is knocking on at the door?
Where are you going?

What do you want?

Whom did you give my book?

2. Indefinite Pronouns

Indefinite pronouns are pronouns that do not refex particular person or
thing. They are used to refer to persons or thiggserally. Most
indefinite pronouns end ibody, -oneor thing. Some of these pronouns
are: everybody, everyone, everything, somebodyesoe anyone etc.

These pronouns have a peculiar feature. The feasuthat each of
them selects a singular verb whenever it is usedhassubject of a
sentence, as we have in the examples below:

Nobodyknowswhere the boy lives.
Everybodyhasprepared for tomorrow’s test.
Someonés at the door.

3. Reflexive Pronouns

Reflexive pronouns are those pronouns that funcBsngrammatical

objects but they refer to the subjects of the sex@® or clauses in which
they occur. They usually end Hself or -selves Examples are: myself,
himself, herself, ourselves, themselves, yourselvesself. Some of these
reflexive pronouns occur in the sentences below:

The boy injured himself.

Joy praised herself.

They should blame themselves for the mistakes.
We clapped for ourselves.

4. Emphatic Pronouns

Emphatic pronouns are used to lay emphasis on tiged of the
sentence. They are otherwise knownirgsnsive pronouns They also
end in-self and-selves Consider the sentences below:

The man himself killed his only son.
Mr. John himself sponsored the programme
Bimpe herself cooked the soup.

13



As we can see, reflexive and emphatic pronounsnamphologically
similar. However, they differ functionally. The tifence, according to
Babajide (1998:7-8), is that, for the reflexive mpoan, the action
performed by the subject is on the same subjectewbr the emphatic
pronoun the action performed by the subject isamothe subject. This is
reflected in the two sentences below:

The boy killed himself.
The boy himself killed the snake.

5. Reciprocal pronouns

Reciprocal pronouns are so called probably becdleg are used to
express exchange of actions between two or morglg@elm other words,
the action in the sentence in which a reciprocainpun is used is
normally exchanged by the participants, e.qg.

John and James slapped each other.
This means that John slapped James and Jameasrim sktpped John.

There are only two reciprocal pronouns in Englisach otherand
one anotherEach otheris used to show exchange of actions between two
people whileone anotheris used to show exchange of actions between
more than two people. Compare the sentences below:

Mary and Martha hate each other

John and James shook hands with each other.

Good Christians should help one another.

The congregation exchanged greetings with onéhano

It should be noted that when you wish to showxgress that people
exchange an action between or among each otheneranother, you
should not use “themselves” or “yourselves”. Bu¢ as appropriateach
otheror one anotherConsider the following:

*John and James shook hands with themselves
John and James shook hands with each other.
*The five close friends greeted themselves

The five close friends greeted one another.

14



The presence of asterisk indicates that the aactgin is faulty while
its absence connotes the opposite.

6. Relative Pronouns

They are pronouns used to introduce relative ckasel link them with
the main clauses in complex sentences. They are cled linking
pronouns. Examples argvho, whom, which, that, whqs&s shown in the
sentences below:

The marwhokilled that goat is at home.
That is the cawhich | bought.

Use of relative pronouns

WHO is used to refer to the subject in a senteBedter still, WHO
consistently occurs in the subject position of aib&entence. It is also
used alone for human beings e.g.

That is the man who killed the goat.
The girl who took my pen is around.

In the sentences abowdorefers to “the man” and “the girl” because
they are the doers of the actions in the sentences.

WHOM is used to refer to the object (the receiokrn action) in a
sentence. In other words, it occurs in the objesitmpn of a basic clause
or sentence in which it appears. It is also usedhdiman beings, e.g.

This is my friend to whom the book was given
That is the man whom | am talking about.

WHICH is used for non-human beings. It can refebath the subject and
the object of a sentence, e.g.

The table which was brought here yesterday is ir¢&ebject)
This is the book which my father bought for me @)

THAT is used for both human beings and non-humangdseeither as
subjects or objects, e.qg.

The girl that came here yesterday is a fool. @ttlj
These are the books that Olu read. (object)

15



WHOSE is used to show ownership/possession. Isesl dor both human
and non-human beings, e.g.

The boy whose mother died is in the class.
The goat whose leg got broken has died.

Summary
In this lecture, | concluded my discussion of tenpun. | explained
the following types of pronouns: interrogative, éfidite, reflexive,
emphatic or intensive pronouns, reciprocal pronoamsl relative
pronouns. | gave some of the features of theseoprsand mentioned
how they could be used in sentences.

Post-Test

Use the following pronoun types in different sewcegs1 reflexive,
emphatic, indefinite, interrogative, relative arabpessive pronouns.

Suggested for further reading

Alg, Moses & Ayo Ogunsiji (Eds). (2004).English Language
Communication Skills for Academic Purpaséizadan: General Studies
Programme, University of Ibadan.

Babajide, Adeyemi. (2004). Tense, Aspect and ConcdrdAlo &
Ogunsiji (Eds) pp. 216- 236.

Bolaji, E.B. and A. Alabi (Eds). (1974)The Principle and
Practice of Communicatiorllorin: Institute of General Studies, Kwara
State Polytechnic.

Funshg, A (Ed). (1990).English across Disciplines: A Use of
English Course Textkeja: Pumark Nigeria Limited.

Lamidi, M. T. (2006). Introduction to English Grammar and
Compositionlbadan: Distance Learning Centre, University atdan.

Olaosebikan, Z.0. and S.M. Qlaosebikan. (2001).Fundamentals of
English Grammarlbadan, Ramsed Publications

Taiwo, O. (2008)Basic Concepts in Grammalbadan, Distance
Learning Centre, University of Ibadan.
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LECTURE FOUR

Verbs |

Introduction

The verb is said to be the most important wordsclais part of speech.
This is probably because, without it, there cambesentence. In fact, it
can make a sentence without other words or coestiu In this lecture
and the next, | shall discuss different classevasbs as well as their
uses/functions.

The focus of this lecture is on auxiliary verbshhll examine types of
auxiliaries in English and teach you how to useé¢hearious types.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. define verbs; and
2. identify various types of auxiliary verbs and theses.

Pre-Test
1. What is a verb?
2. What are auxiliary verbs?

3. Examine the various functions of both primary aaxies and
modal auxiliaries.

CONTENT
Definition of Verbs

Verbs are words that express actions, eventsatessof being. Verbs are
very important in sentences. Without a verb in augr of words, a

17



meaningful and complete idea cannot be expresseahsi@er the
following:

1. The boy killed a goat.
2. *The boy a goat.

The construction in (2) does not express a meéulindgea because
the verb is absent in the sentence. The verbimgortant in the sentence
to the extent that it can make a sentence. Thithassituation in the
following imperative sentences.

Run!

Sing!

Stop!

Come! etc.
Classes of Verbs

Generally, verbs fall into two main classes. Thase main verb
and auxiliary verbs. Main verbs usually present thain action in a
sentence. They are usually able to stand as thewamb in a sentence
without any other adjoining verbs. Consider théoleing sentences:

He goes to school everyday.
They eat rice.

However, auxiliary verbs are essentially helpiegos. They assist the
main verbs to express some actions or in realizpecific nuances of
meaning especially in terms of time, duration dfacand politeness. For
instance, main or lexical verbs cannot expressndiragous action unless
they are assisted by auxiliaries, e.g. it is wramgay:

*He going to school.
*They eating rice.

Instead, what we say or write is:
He is going to school.

They are eating rice.

18



In these sentences, the auxiliary veabsis andare.
Types of Auxiliary verbs
Auxiliary verbs are of two types:

Primary auxiliaries, and

Modal auxiliaries

Primary auxiliary verbs are so called because dpanrt their auxiliary
function, they can still function as main verbs.efié are three forms of
primary auxiliaries:

 The Be-form
e The Have-form
e The Do-form.

TheBe-form consists of eight verbam, is, was, are, were, be, beiagd
been The Have-form consists of three basic verbdsas, hadand have
while theDo-form also comprises three basic vertises, didanddo.

As said earlier, primary auxiliary verbs can fuoctas main verbs.
When they do, they are technically referred to @suta. In other words,
primary auxiliaries are capable of functioning asimverbs and auxiliary
verbs.

Examples
We are learning grammar. (aux.)
We are afraid of death. (main)
John has come back from Lagos. (aux.)
John has a car (main)
John does not know my name (aux.)
Mary does a washing every Saturday (main)

Uses of Primary Auxiliaries

TheBe-form is followed by-ing or present participléo show progressive
aspect, e.g.

The boy is jumping
James was sleeping when | got to their house.
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Be is also followed by past participle to show or eg3s passive voice,
e.g.

A goat was killed by Olu.

The song is sung by Christians.

The Have-form is followed by past participle to express perfextspect.
Consider the sentences below:

The boy has gone.
The lecturers have come.
The Vice-chancellor had gone before the goveanaved.

The Do-form does not perform the function of an auxiliary in a
declarative sentence except for the purpose of asiphCompare the
following examples:

Dickson drives his mother’s car.

Mary cooks well.

You promised to pay my money.

Paul travels to the US regularly.
Dicksondoesdrive his mother’s car (emphatic)
Mary doescook well (emphatic)

Youdid promise to pay my money (emphatic)
Pauldoestravel to the US regularly (emphatic)

The Do-form is also used as an auxiliary in negative and rioggtive
sentences where an auxiliary is needed but nonprdsent. This is
technically refers to as do-support. Consider thiewing:

Johncanwrite well.

Maryis praying.

Johncannotwrite well (negative)
CanJohn write well? (interrogative)
Maryis not praying (negative)

Is Mary praying? (interrogative)
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In

declarative sentences, where we have no atggiat is necessary

to introduce or make use afo verb forms. This is as said above is
technically called do-support. Consider the follogvsentences:

Modal
Modal

Johndoes nodrive his mother’s car (negative)
DoesJohn drive his mother’s car? (interrogative)
Mary does notook well. (negative)

DoesMary cook well? (interrogative)

Auxiliaries
auxiliaries are used to show mood, thaths, speaker’s feeling to

what he/she is saying. This mood can be that olitgbpermission,

obligat

ion etc. The verbs in this category ai, would, may, might, can,

could, shall, should, must, ought to, need, daseduo

Uses of Modal Auxiliaries

Canis

Could i

used to express:
Ability
e.g. He can speak French.
He can work for three days.
permission
e.g. Can I smoke in here?
Note: Can is less formal in this ns
theoretical possibility
e.g. Anybody can make mistakes.

s used to express:

past ability

e.g. | never could play the piano.
present or future permission:

e.g. Could I smoke in here?
present possibility:

e.g. We could go to the concert.
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May is used to express:
* permission
e.g. You may leave now
Note: In this casenayis more formal thacan.
* Prohibition: mustn’t is often used,
e.g. You mustn’t leave now.
» possibility;
e.g. Theroad may be blocked

Might is used to express:
* permission (rare)
e.g. Might | smoke in here.
» Possibility:
e.g. We might go to the concert.

Shall is used to express insistence
e.g. Youshall do as | say.
You shall be punished.

Shouldis used to express obligation and logical necgssit
e.g. They should go and see their brother.
You should do as he said.

Will is used to express:
» willingness used in polite request:
e.g. He will help you if you ask him.
Will you have another cup of coffee?
* Intention:
e.g. | will write as soon as | can.
We won't stay longer than two hours.
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Would is used to express:
* Willingness:
e.g. Would you excuse me?
» characteristic activity in the past:
e.g. Every morning he would go for a long work.
» Politeness:
e.g. Would you attend our party?

Must is used to express:
» obligation or compulsion in the present tense:
e.g. You must be back by 10 o’clock.
* logical necessity:
e.g. There must be a mistake

Note mustis not used in sentence with negative or intetigga
meaningcanis used instead.

Need as an auxiliary verb occurs chiefly in interrogatiand negative
sentences. It has three major features:

* It has no past tense form.
* It has no form for the third person singular.

» |t takes a bare infinitive when used in interrogatand negative
sentence

e.g. He need not travel today.
Need you travel today?
He need not tell you the answer.
Need he show you the way?

Need can also be used as a main or full verb. Whes msed in this
context, it is regular in every way:

* it has the third person singular form, and
* it has the past tense form.
e.g. Job needs a new bag.
The work needed time and energy.
Job doesn’t need a new bag.
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Dare like needis used in negative and interrogative sentendebas no
third person singular form but unlikeeedit has a past tense form, e.qg.

You dare not tell that | am stingy.

He dare not come to my house.

Dare you tell me that | am stingy.

When the armed robbers came we dare not cortfient.
No one dared speak. (followed by amite withoutto)

Dare can also be used without following infinitivesg e.
Fight with him if you dare

Whendare is a modal verb, negatives and questions are thnwithout
do, and the negativdare not can be shortened ttaren’t in conversation
and in informal writing.

Dare he tell her the truth?
He dare not/daren’t

Note: Dare can be used as a main verb (transitive and inthagisHe
doesn’t dare to complain

She never went there on her own — she didn't ttare

When used as a transitive verb, the object is Qsdallowed by an
infinitive with to.

Someone dared him to climb the tree.

Used to

Used to only exist as a past tense. It is usuallpWwed by an infinitive.
We used to swim in the river.

But sometimes the following infinitive is left out.
| don't play football now, I used to.

Questions and negatives are usually formed didht+ used to(with nod).
Did you use to work here?
We didn’t use to earn much.
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The spellingdid used tois sometimes used, but many people think that
this is wrong.

In formal English, negatives are often formed wisied not to.
They used not to allow shops to be open on Sunday

The short formausen’t to and usedn’t to are sometimes used, but they
sound rather formal and old-fashioned.

Summary

In this lecture, | defined the verb, men#d the two main classes
of verbs, which are main and auxiliary verbs, arstussed extensively
the types and the functions of auxiliary verbs.xplained that the
primary auxiliary verbs are thretiie Be-form, the Have formandthe
Do form. Themodal auxiliaries are used to show the speakeebnig
to what he/she is saying. These avét, would, may, might, can, coul(
shall, should, must, ought to, need, dare, usedl tdiscussed thg
functions of each of them with appropriate examples

j -
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Post-Test
1. What is a verb?
2. What are auxiliary verbs?

3. Examine the various functions of both primary aaxiks and
modal auxiliaries.

Suggested for further reading

Alg, Moses & Ayo Ogunsiji (Eds). (2004).English Language
Communication Skills for Academic Purpaséizadan: General Studies
Programme, University of Ibadan.

Babajide, Adeyemi. (2004) Tense, Aspect and Concord. In Alo &
Ogunsiji (Eds) pp. 216- 236.

Bolaji, E.B. and A. Alabi (Eds). (1974)The Principle and
Practice of Communicatiorllorin: Institute of General Studies, Kwara
State Polytechnic.

Funshg, A (Ed). (1990).English Across Disciplines: A Use of
English Course Textkeja: Pumark Nigeria Limited.
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Lamidi, M. T. (2006). Introduction to English Grammar and
Compositionlbadan: Distance Learning Centre, University aidan.

Olaosebikan, Z.0. and S.M. Qlaosebikan. (2001).Fundamentals of
English Grammarlbadan: Ramsed Publications

Taiwo, O. (2008)Basic Concepts in Grammalbadan, Distance
Learning Centre, University of Ibadan.
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LECTURE FIVE

Verbs Il

Introduction

I shall continue my discussion of the verb in tbisture. In Lecture Four, |
focused mainly on auxiliary verbs, their typespfigrand functions. In this
lecture, | shall explain the finite and non-finiteerbs, transitive and
intransitive verbs, and regular and irregular verbs

Objectives

At the end of this lecture, you should be able takena distinction
between these pairs of verbs:

1. finite and non-finite verbs,
2. transitive and intransitive verbs, and
3. regular and irregular verbs.

Pre-Test
1. What is a finite verb?
2. Differentiate between a finite verb and a non-énierb.
3. Discuss the following:
a. A transitive verb
A mono-transitive verb
A di-transitive verb
An intransitive verb
A regular verb
An irregular verb.

~®a00T
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CONTENT
Finite and Non-finite Verbs

Finite Verbs

Finite verbs are verbs that can form the predigzftea sentence by
themselves. They can stand alone to make sensg.c@hebe inflected for
tense, number and person, e.g.

He writes in London
He wrote in London
He is in London
There are two forms of finite verbs. They are:
* The simple present tenggo, dance, jump, sing, is, etc.
* The simple past tenseent, danced, wrote, jumped, was;.

Non-finite Verbs

Non-finite verbs are verbs that cannot form thedjpae of a sentence by
themselves. They cannot stand alone to make sambehay are not
inflected for tense, number and person, e.g.

*He writing in London
*He written in London
*He to write in London

The above expressions are ungrammatical and danaiée sense
because they have only non-finite verbs in them.

There are three forms of non-finite verbs. They are

 The present participle: These are verbs that ending, e.g.
writing, dancing, singing, eating, etc.

* The past participle: These are verbs that engtim -t,'-ed e.g.
written, beaten, eaten, built etc.

* The to-infinitive: These are verbs that appear withn front of
them, e.g. to go, to see, to come, to write, etc.
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Transitive and Intransitive Verbs
Transitive Verbs

A transitive verb is a verb that takes an acti@mmira doer (subject) to a
receiver (object).

e.g. Olukilled a goat.

Here,Olu is the doer of the action ardgoatis the receiver of the action.
The verb killed carries the action fronOlu to a goat The action
performed byOlu affectsa goat Thereforekilled is a transitive verb.
Basically, a transitive verb is a type of verb ttetes/requires an object to
complete its meaning.

A transitive verb can benono-transitive or di-transitive. When it
takes an object, it is mono-transitive while itligransitive when it selects
two objects: one will be a direct object while thiker will be an indirect
object.

e.g. The man slapped his wife
The man gave his wife a book.

In the above exampleslappedis a mono-transitive verb, whigaveis a
di-transitive verb.

Intransitive Verbs

An intransitive verb on the other hand is a verdt #thows an action that
remains with the doer. In other words, the actierfggmed by this kind of
verb is not transferred to the object but rathenaims with the subject,

e.g.
God lives forever.
John grows happier.
Jesus reigns in glory.
The sun rises from the East.

The above verbs are intransitive because they sg@etions that do not
affect anything but remains with the subject. Insitive verbs do not take
objects but they may take complements e.g.

John grows happier.
Olu is a boy.
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Note: All the verbs in the category of Be-form of thanpary auxiliary
verbs are intransitive.

Regular and Irregular Verbs
Regular Verbs

A regular verb is a verb that forms its past teasd past participle by
adding-d or-ede.g.

Present Tense Past Tense Past Participle
look looked looked

move moved moved

promote promoted promoted
dance danced danced

The verbs in this class are also called weak verbs.

Irregular Verbs

Irregular verbs are verbs that do not form theistpgense and past

participle like regular verbs. They are otherwisemwn as strong verbs.

They form their past tense and past participle amyndifferent ways.
Consider the list of irregular verbs with theirspdense and past

participle forms below:

Present Tense Past Tense Past Participle
Arise arose arisen

speed sped sped

weave wove woven

grind ground ground

deal dealt dealt

drive drove driven

fly flew flown

go went gone
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Summary
In this lecture, | concluded my discussion of tlegbv | focused on the
following verbs: finite and non-finite verbs, tramge and intransitive
verbs, and regular and irregular verbs. | explaitied finite verbs ar¢
verbs that can form the predicate of a sentendabdiyselves. They ca
be inflected for tense, number and person, whilefimate verbs canno
form the predicate of a sentence by themselvesy Taenot stand alon
to make sense, and they are not inflected for temsmber and persot
A transitive verb is a verb that takes an acti@amfra doer (subject) to
receiver (object). On the other hand, an intraveitierb is a verb tha
shows an action that remains with the doer. A @gwkrb is a verb tha
forms its past tense and past participle by adedny —ed,but irregular
verbs form their past tense and past participleamy different ways.

D o 5 @

— —

Post-Test
1. Differentiate between the following pairs of lveéypes:
a. main and auxiliary verbs
b. regular and irregular verbs
c. finite and non-finite verbs
d. transitive and intransitive verbs.

2. Supply the past tense and past participle fosimthe following
irregular verbs; beat, come, cost, choke, bitet, clig, draw, drink,
eat, fight, find, fling, grow, hide, hold, hurt, &el, seek, rent, put,
run, sew, sow, tear, swear, ring, ride, lead, teach

Suggested for further reading

Alo, Moses & Ayo Ogunsiji (Eds). (2004).English Language
Communication Skills for Academic Purpaséizadan: General Studies
Programme, University of Ibadan.

Babajide, Adeyemi. (2004) Tense, Aspect and Concord. In Alo &
Ogunsiji (Eds) pp. 216- 236.

Bolaji, E.B. and A. Alabi (Eds). (1974)The Principle and
Practice of Communicatiorllorin: Institute of General Studies, Kwara
State Polytechnic.
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Compositionlbadan: Distance Learning Centre, University atdan.

Olaosebikan, Z.0. and S.M. Qlaosebikan. (2001).Fundamentals of
English Grammarlbadan, Ramsed Publications

Taiwo, O. (2008)Basic Concepts in Grammalbadan: Distance
Learning Centre, University of Ibadan.
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LECTURE SIX

Adverbs

Introduction

Another word-class is the adverb. In this lectureshall discuss the
meaning, forms, formation and types of adverbs.

Objectives

At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. define adverbs ; and
2. identify forms and types of adverbs

Pre-Test
1. What is an adverb?
2. Discuss the types and functions of adverbs.

CONTENT
Definition
Adverbs are words used to modify or qualify verddjectives and other

adverbs. In the process, they add some meaningido exical items
modified.

Modification of verbs

He arrived early.
Bolu will come soon.
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Modification of adjectives
Funmi is very happy.
Tunde was really impressed.

Modification of adverbs
He works quite sluggishly.
He walks very briskly.

Modification of a complete clause
Honestly, he won my heart.
Reluctantly, she let go of my shirt.

Adverbs may be formed from other words, such gsctides. Some
examples are: quick = quickly, wrong = wrongly,cgre = sincerely, sure
= surely, plain = plainly. This means that mostexthg can be formed with
the addition of the affixly. However, you should note that the assumption
that every word that ends ity4s an adverb is not true. There are some
words that end iAly but which are not adverbs.

Examples
The boy igascally.
The boy iscowardly,

The two wordsrascally andcowardly are adjectives yet they end
in —ly. Also, some words do not end-Hy yet they are adverbs.

Examples
Olu runsfast
He hit the doohard.
The man camiater.

Such words can behave as adjectives in a contektaa adverbs in
another context e.g. hard, well, better, etc.
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Examples
The man works hard (adverb)
The work is hard (adjective)
John runs very fast (adverb)
John is fast (adjective)

It is important to say that when these words fiomcas adverbs, they
qualify the verb. When they function as adjectitasy qualify the noun.

Notice that the adverb is usually very mobilesentence. That is, it
can occur in different positions in a sentence. e\av, you have to be
careful with some adverbs because a change inghbsition will cause a
change in the meaning of the sentences. Consider following
expressions:

Onlymy friend called the man.
My friend only called the man.
My friend calledonly the man.

In spite of the fact that these sentences cortbt@nsame words, the
meaning of each differs from those of the others.

Forms of Adverbs

Like adjectives, adverbs also have the positivemparative and
superlative forms.

Positive Comparative Superlative
badly more badly most badly
cleverly more cleverly most cleverly
sincerely more sincerely most sincerely

Types of Adverbs
Adverbs are of different types:

1. Adverb of time: This adverb tells us the time an action is
performed. It answers the questisher? Examples are: yesterday,
last week, in the morning etc.
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2. Adverb of place This adverb tells us the place where an action is
performed. It answers the questiwhere? Examples are: outside,
inside (in the) garden, (at) school, (at) home etc.

3. Adverb of result: This tells us the outcome of an action, e.gafas
result, thus, consequently, following this, therefetc.

4. Adverb of reason This tells us the reason why an action is
performed. It answers the questiamy? Examples are: because,
since, for, etc.

5. Adverb of condition: This tells us the condition under which an
action will be performed. Examples are: if, proddehould in
case.

Adverbs often follow a specific order. The followirs the regular order:
a. Adverbs come very close to the words they describe.

b. Adverbs often occur as the last element in an arglisentence.
This, however, excludes adverbs of degree and tivhesh occur
before the words they modify.

c. When different adverbs occur in a sentence, thegndbllow the
following order: degree/manner, place, time as in:

i. The farmers evidently arrived here later.
ii. The clothes were thoroughly washed.

Summary

This lecture discussed the word-class known asrbdvédverbsare
words used to modify or qualify verbs, adjectives! ather adverbs.
explained that some adverbs may be formed fromr atloeds, such a
adjectives. | gave five different types of adverbbese are adverb of
time, adverb of place, adverb of result, adverb of reaswh adverb of
condition. Finally, | mentioned that adverbs ofteflow specific order
in a sentence.

|2}

Post-Test
1. Discuss different types of adverbs.
2. Define adverbs and discuss various functions tlesfopm.
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Suggested for further reading
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Ogunsiji (Eds) pp. 216- 236.

Bolaji, E.B. and A. Alabi (Eds). (1974)The Principle and
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State Polytechnic.
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English Course Texikeja: Pumark Nigeria Limited.

Lamidi, M. T. (2006). Introduction to English Grammar and
Compositionlbadan: Distance Learning Centre, University aidan.

QOlaosebikan, Z.0. and S.M. Qlaosebikan. (2001).Fundamentals of
English Grammarlbadan: Ramsed Publications

Taiwo, O. (2008)Basic Concepts in Grammalbadan: Distance
Learning Centre, University of Ibadan.
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LECTURE SEVEN

Adjectives

Introduction

In this lecture, | shall discuss the word-classvnaas adjectives. The
discussion will focus on different types, their mieg and how to
properly use adjectives in sentences.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to
1. define adjectives;
2. identify adjectives in different contexts;
3. classify adjective into different classes; and
4. properly use adjectives in sentences.

Pre-Test
1. What is an adjective?
2. What are the different classes of adjectives?

CONTENT
Definition of Adjectives
An adjective is a word which qualifies a noun opranoun. It gives us
more information about a noun or a pronoun. In nuades, it comes
before the noun it qualifies and tells us more aliolet us examine the
following expressions:

awhite bag

abeautiful lady
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adelicious meal
asurprising event

In the above constructions, the worllag, lady, mealandeventare
nouns while the wordswhite, beautiful, deliciousand surprising are
adjectives coming before the nouns to tell us shmgtabout them.

Syntactic Functions of Adjectives

The major syntactic functions of adjectives arelaitive and predicative
functions. Adjectives are attributive when they -predify nouns i.e.
appear between the determiner and the head ofdbe ar when they
occur before nouns, e.g.

the beautiful painting
a long story

some young girls

a rich man

a wounded lion.

Adjectives on the other hand, function predicdyiwehen they occur
after linking verbs, e.g.

Your daughter is pretty.
The book is interesting.
The house seems big.
The story sounds horrible.
The boy felt ashamed.

Classes of Adjectives
1. Descriptive Adjectives

A descriptive adjective is an adjective used tovsiize quality of a noun
that makes it different from others, e.g.

Olu is a brilliant student.
Mr Ajayi is a wise man.
Dayo is a hardworking person.
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2. Proper Adjectives

A proper adjective is an adjective formed from apger noun. It usually
begins with capital letters, e.g.

He is an American scholar.
They are Nigerian soldiers.

3. Quantitative Adjectives

A qualitative adjective shows the size or amoun& ofoun. It shows how
much of a noun we talk about, e.g.

| needfive textbooks.

We neectnoughwater.

Do you havanyoil in your keg?

They want us to bringll the students for assessment.

4. Distributive Adjectives

Distributive adjectives are used to pick out merab®ra group of nouns
that are being qualified, e.g.

Eachstudent has the book.
Everycitizen must pay tax.
Either ofthe two boys will bring the money.

5. Demonstrative Adjectives

Demonstrative adjectives are adjectives usegdmt out nouns which
they modify. When demonstrative pronouns are uséd mouns, they
become demonstrative adjectives. Consider thevintigp examples:

This book is mine.

That bag is yours.

These shirts are mine.
Those phones are yours.

6. Interrogative Adjectives

Adjectives in the class of interrogative adjectiags used with nouns to
ask gquestions. When interrogative pronouns are wikdnouns in asking
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guestions; they become interrogative adjectiveist@ier the following
examples:

What school is this?

Whose pen is that?

Which book did you use?

7. Possessive Adjectives
Possessive adjectives are used to show ownershifheonouns they
qualify, e.qg.

My bag is in the class.

Yourbook has been stolen

Our chairs are broken

Their pencils are on the table.

8. Emphatic Adjectives

Emphatic adjectives are used to lay emphasis onnthen that they
qualify. Examples:

Your own opinion is required.
His own contribution is relevant.

Summary

The focus of this lecture was defining the adjexag well as examinin
the functions and classes of adjectives. | defthedadjective as a wor
which qualifies a noun or a pronoun and explaited &djectives coul
perform attributive and predicative functions. Tdlasses of adjective
discussed in this lecture include descriptive, propquantitative
distributive and demonstrative adjectives. Others mterrogative
possessive and emphatic adjectives. In the nekirtecl shall explain
other types of adjectives and comparison of adjesti

n T HFaQ

Post-Test
1. What is an adjective?
2. What are the different classes of adjectives?
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LECTURE EIGHT

Post-Positive and Ultimate Adjectives

Introduction

In the last lecture, |1 gave a vivid discussion oimg of the classes of
adjectives. These are descriptive, proper, quangtadistributive and

demonstrative adjectives. Others are interrogatipessessive and
emphatic adjectives. In this lecture, | shall explahat are referred to as
post-positive adjectives and ultimate adjectivesshill also discuss
comparison of adjectives.

Objectives

At the end of this lecture, you should be able xpl&n post-positive
adjectives and ultimate adjectives as well as gyaein comparing two
or more things.

Pre-Test
1. What is an adjective?
2. What do you understand by postpositive and ultiradfectives?

3. Discuss the difference between the position of cdijes relative
to nouns in English and your mother tongue or angehiBn
language.

CONTENT
Post-Positive

Thus far we have discussed adjectives that nornw@diye before the
nouns which they modify. However, adjectives camaiimes be post
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positive i.e. they can sometimes follow the nomiterins they modify. A
postposed adjective can be regarded as a redudativeeclause.
Indefinite pronouns ending Hbody,

-one, -thing,or —wherecan be modified only postpositively e.g.
| want to try something larger
(i.e. I want to try something which is larger)

Postposition is obligation for a few adjectivesiebhhave a different
sense when they occur attributively or predicayivdlhe most common
are probablyelect meaning soon to take office ampdoper meaning as
strictly defined as in:

The president elect,
and
The city of London proper

In several compounds, mostly legal or quasi-lega#, adjective is
postposed, the most common beiAgforney-General General is an
adjective in this context. Other examples bogly politic, heir apparent
etc.

Some postposed adjective, especially those endingle retain the
basic meaning they have in attributive position drtvey the implication
that what they are denoting has only a temporapfieions. Thusthe
stars visiblerefers to stars that are visible at a time spemifimply while
‘the visible stars’ refers to a category of stéuat tcan be seen.

Comparison of Adjectives
There are three degrees of comparison of adjeciivesy are:
i. The positive degreeThis states the simple quality of a thing, e.qg.
tall, big, long etc.
ii. The comparative degree€This is used to compare two things. It
states a higher degree of the quality when twogthire involved,
e.g. tall —taller, big — bigger, long — longer.etc

iii. The superlative degredas used to compare more than two things.
It states the highest degree of comparison where rtitan two
things are involved, e.g. tall — taller — tallebig — bigger —
biggest, long — longer — longest.

44



Rules for Adjective Comparison

a. Mono-syllabic adjectives or mono-morphemic dilfes form
their comparative and superlative degrees by adding

-er and-estto the positive, e.g.

Positive Comparative Superlative
tall taller tallest

high higher highest
sweet sweeter sweetest
fair fairer fairest

b. Di-syllabic and poly-syllabic adjectives frometh comparative
and superlative degrees by placingpre and most before the

positive e.qg.

Positive Comparative Superlative
important more important most important
obedient more obedient most obedient
difficult more difficult most difficult

c. Some adjectives form their comparative and dafpee in both of
the two ways discussed above e.g.

Positive Comparative Superlative

ugly uglier/more ugly ugliest/most ugly

quiet quieter/more quiet gest/most quiet

clever cleverer/more clever evelrest/most clever
handsome handsomer/more handsome handsomedtamdsome

d. Some adjectives form their comparative and safrez irregularly

e.g.

Positive Comparative Superlative
many more most

much more most
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good
bad, ill, evil
near

far

late

little

hind

fore

old

up

Ultimate Adjectives

better

worse

nearer
farther/further
later/latter
less/lesser
hinder

former

older, elder

upper

best
worst

nearest

farthest /furthest
latest/last

least

hindmost
foremost, first
oldest, elders
uppermost

As we know,thanis normally used with adjectives to compare twiodh
or persons, e.gJohn is taller than Mary However, there are some
adjectives that cannot be compared udghan, instead, we ust. These
types of adjectives are called ultimate adjectivEisese adjectives are:
inferior, superior, supreme, junior, senior, paranmbd, preferable, right,
wrong, correct, all shapesincluding circular/round, rectangular, etc.
Consider the examples below:

Olu is senior to me.

The federal government is supreme to the statergment

| am inferior to him.

Therefore, it is wrong to say:
*Olu is more senior than him.
*He is more superior than me.
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Summary

In this lecture, | discussed other types of adyestiknown as pos
positive adjectives and ultimate adjectives. A pasditive adjective
follows the nominal items it modifies. Ultimate adiives are adjectives
that cannot be compared usiih@n,instead, we ust. These adjective
are:inferior, superior, supreme, junior, senior, paranmb, preferable
right, wrong, correct, all shapes | also discussed comparison |of
adjectives. There are three degrees of compari§@ujectives. They
are: positive, comparatives and superlatives. Rindldiscussed the
rules of adjective comparison.

[2)

A1%

Post-Test
1. What do you understand by postpositive and alinadjectives?
2. Discuss the difference between the positiondptdives relative

to nouns in English and your mother tongue or angehiBn
language.

Suggested for further reading

Alo, Moses & Ayo Ogunsiji (Eds). (2004).English Language
Communication Skills for Academic Purpaséizadan: General Studies
Programme, University of Ibadan.

Babajide, Adeyemi.(2004) Tense, Aspect and Concord. In Alo &
Ogunsiji (Eds) pp. 216- 236.

Bolaji, E.B. and A. Alabi (Eds). (1974)The Principle and
Practice of Communicatiorllorin: Institute of General Studies, Kwara
State Polytechnic.

Funsho, A (Ed). (1990).English Across Disciplines: A Use of
English Course Texikeja: Pumark Nigeria Limited.

Lamidi, M. T. (2006). Introduction to English Grammar and
Compositionlbadan: Distance Learning Centre, University aidan.

Olaosebikan, Z.0. and S.M. Qlaosebikan. (2001).Fundamentals of
English Grammarlbadan: Ramsed Publications

Taiwo, O. (2008)Basic Concepts in Grammalbadan: Distance
Learning Centre, University of Ibadan.
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LECTURE NINE

Prepositions

Introduction

The focus of this lecture of this lecture is on tha&rd-class known as the
preposition. | shall discuss the meaning of praposs, their classes and
functions.

Objectives

At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. define prepositions;
2. state the roles of each preposition wherever itssand
3. classify prepositions into different classes.

Pre-Test
1. What is a preposition?
2. What are the different types of prepositions?

CONTENT
Definition
Prepositions are words that are used to connecteslts of a sentence and
specify a particular relationship between them.riapl@s of prepositions
arein, under, by, with, on, below, after, over, ftic. Some of them are
used in the sentences below

She put the book the bag (showing relationship betweent, she
andbag)

We spokedo him (relatingspoketo him)

They sentor the man (relatingentto man
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Types of Prepositions
There are three classes of preposition namely:

1. Simple prepositions These are prepositions that are made up of
only one word e.gof, in, with, for, on, over, aftestc.

2. Compound prepositions These refer to a combination of two
simple prepositions; examples includéhin, outside, into, unto,
etc.

3. Complex prepositionsare those that contain more than one word,
e.g.on top of, in spite of, in regard to, in addition, in front of,
with regard to, in view of, in compliance wikc.

Functions of Prepositions

1. The primary function of a preposition is to exprasselation in
space between one thing and another.

2. It can refer to position or movement in one dir@ctor another.

3. It can express position or movement in relatiorth® speaker’s
perception of the following:

a. a point or place with no specified dimension, ¢og.at, from,
away from.

b. a one-dimensional line or a two-dimensional surfacavhich
something can rest, e.g. on, onto (on to), off.

c. a three-dimensional space in which something cagniotosed
e.g. in, into, out of

4. A preposition can also express movement or iposélong a line,
across a surface, through a space.

5. A preposition can express relationships in tiregy. at eight
o’clock, on Monday, in 1987.

6. In addition to expressing relationships in spacel time, a
preposition can refer to agency, instrument, meamgose, topics
etc.

Examples

for Kano (destination)
for the party (purpose)
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by the manager (agent)
with a knife (instrument)

Prepositions and Usage

The following sections will describe the variousrnis of usage of
prepositions. It should be realized that there @mly a few examples.
Students are advised to identify many more examples

Prepositions expressing relationship in space
These are prepositions which refer to movemenbesition in space.

1. Prepositions referring to movement or positiorgpace in relation
to a point or dimension:

to, at, on, in, away from, from, ... to, back to.

Let’s go to the Auditorium

We have now decided to live in Badagry.
You can go back to Lagos.

We are leaving for Port Harcourt.

2. Prepositions of movement or position in to dexe
on, onto, off, across.

The actors are going on (to) the stage.
The producer is getting off the stage.
The actresses are already on the stage.
We told the singers to stay off the stage.

3. Preposition of movement or position in relatitm a three-
dimensional space:

into, in, inside, out of, outside of.
You cannot go out of the office now.
“Come inside my office”, he shouted.
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Prepositions of time and date

1. a. atatime e.g. at ten o’clock, at noomiainight
b. onaday: e.g. on Saturday, on Apfil 8n Easter Monday.

c. in a period: e.g. in December, in 1960,the morning, in
the evening.

The meaning will start at ten o’clock.
The school closes on April®3
Let’s meet again in the evening.

2. a. ontime: means “at the time arranged”, e.g.
The 7.00a.m. plane took off on time (i.e. at dxatD0a

b. in time: means “not late” e.qg.
We arrived in time for the 8.00am flight
(i.e. we arrived before 8.00am)

in time can also mean in the end/ eventually:
He’'ll get used to the weather in time.

Prepositions of travel and movement

It is important to note the following expressiomssalving the use of
specific prepositions in connection with travel andvement.

1. We travel from a starting point to a destination.
2. You arrive in or at a village.

3. You arrive in a country or town.

Note: However, that the preposition is omitted in theldeing
expressions:

1. You travel/go/return home (used without the prefasito)
2. You get home (without to)

3. You arrive home (without to)
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Summary
The focus of this lecture was prepositions. | dafirprepositions a
words that are used to connect elements of a sentend specify ¢
particular relationship between them. | gave thypes of prepositions.
These are simple prepositions, compound prepositemd comple
prepositions. The primary function of a prepositiento express a
relation in space between one thing and anotheneSaof the various
)

L)

forms and usages of prepositions | discussed is thcture are
prepositions expressing relationship in space, qui@pns of time anc
date and prepositions of travel and movement.

Post-Test
1. What is a preposition?
2. What are the different classes of prepositions?
3. Explain functions of prepositions.

Suggested for further reading

Alo, Moses & Ayo Ogunsiji (Eds). (2004).English Language
Communication Skills for Academic Purpaséizadan: General Studies
Programme, University of Ibadan.

Babajide, Adeyemi. (2004) Tense, Aspect and Concord. In Alo &
Ogunsiji (Eds) pp. 216- 236.

Bolaji, E.B. and A. Alabi (Eds). (1974)The Principle and
Practice of Communicatiorllorin: Institute of General Studies, Kwara
State Polytechnic.

Funshg, A (Ed). (1990).English Across Disciplines: A Use of
English Course Textkeja: Pumark Nigeria Limited.

Lamidi, M. T. (2006). Introduction to English Grammar and
Compositionlbadan: Distance Learning Centre, University aidan.

Olaosebikan, Z.0. and S.M. Qlaosebikan. (2001).Fundamentals of
English Grammarlbadan, Ramsed Publications

Taiwo, O. (2008)Basic Concepts in Grammalbadan, Distance
Learning Centre, University of Ibadan.
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LECTURE TEN

Conjunctions

Introduction

In this lecture, | shall discuss the meaning of jgoction, types of
conjunctions and functions.

Objectives

At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. define conjunctions;
2. identify types of conjunctions, and
3. properly use conjunctions

Pre-Test
1. What is a conjunction?
2. Discuss the different classes of conjunctions &ed functions

CONTENT

Definition

Conjunctions are words that are used to join wqotisases or clauses in a
sentence. Some examples anel, but, becausefc.

Types
Conjunctions in English have been categorized imo major types.
These are:

1. Subordinating conjunctions, and
2. Coordinating conjunctions
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Subordinating Conjunctions

Subordinating conjunctions are used to introdudmslinate or dependent
clauses and connect them to main clauses to fommplex sentences.
Some examples of subordinating conjunctions areaumse, that, what,
how, whose, if, whenever, etc. In the sentenceslehe italicized words

are the subordinating conjunctions.

You can govhereveryou want to go.
I will give you the moneyif you work for it.
A thief entered the housecausenobody was in.

Coordinating conjunctions

Coordinating conjunctions are used to join or cathrveords, phrases or
clauses that belong to the same grammatical casstdinators do join
two or more nouns, verbs, adjectives or clauseashiénge the same status.
Some examples of coordinating conjunctions are fout,so, yet, either —
or, neither — nor, and, etc.

EzeandOpe are friends.
He worked hardbut could not win the competition.

Functions
Subordinating conjunctions have the following funcions

1. They state a relationship of subordination: Thdessres which are
combined by subordinating conjunctions are notcpfa¢ syntactic
status; one is subordinate while the other is sopdinate.

2. Subordinating conjunctions perform the grammatigab of
making, by connection, one sentence a subordinbte larger
structure.

Coordinating conjunctions have the following functons

1. Word coordinators. These are coordinators usednkiny two
words in a phrase or a sentence. Examples:

We ate ricandbeans for lunch.
The wrestler is strongut clumsy.
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2. Coordinators which link phrases
Examples
The referee wore a red capda white shirt.
Is it in the storeor in the garage?

3. Coordinators used in linking clauses/sentences
The pretty girl smiledut (she) remained silent.
We don’t know who you arer what you want.

Coordinating and meaning

This is a very important aspect of coordination Bnglish. Different
shades of meaning can be expressed through thef gserdinators such
asand, or but.

The meaning ofand as a coordinator

And show merely a relation between sentences (or efudut the
sentences should have sufficient things in commonjustify their
combination. If they have nothing in common, th@mbination will be
quite odd because it will be difficult to decide aththe coordinated
structure mean.

1. The National Festival of Arts has ended and the 8Nreased
the price of petrol.

2. He heard a gun shot, and he (therefore) phoneplaiee

The two clauses combined in (1) are rather uredlain (2), the
second clause in the coordination is a consequeinttee first. The order
in which the two clauses occur shows time sequence.

The meaning ofor as a coordinator

The wordor denotes an alternative. Whem is used to combine two
clauses, the contents of the two clauses must Baffecient things in
common to justify their being regarded as altexesti
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Examples

3. The National Festival of Arts has ended orNiINPC increased the
price of petrol.

The sentence in (3) above is odd.
4. You can boil yourself an egg or make some sardmelette.
Orin (4) shows that both alternatives are possible.

The meaning ofbut as a coordinator

The use ofbut denotes contrast. The contrast may be the unesgect
notion of what is said in the second clause in vagwhe content of the
first clause in the coordination.

Examples
5. We've been friends for years, but we’ve nexgread on politics.
6. Aminu was quite poor, but was a happy man.

In the sentence in (5), the information in the oset clause is
unexpected in view of the fact that the first clag$ates the long duration
of their relationship. While in example (6), sertensupplies that his
unhappiness is unexpected in view of his poverty.

Summary

In this lecture, | discussed conjunctions. fired conjunctions a
words that are used to join words, phrases or ekirs a sentence.
gave two types of conjunctions in English as suimatihg conjunctions
and coordinating conjunctions. Subordinating coafioms are used t
introduce subordinate or dependent clauses andecbiinem to mair
clauses to form complex sentences. Coordinatinguoctions are use
to join or connect words, phrases or clauses teaing to the sam
grammatical class. | discussed both the functior rmeanings of th
two types of conjunctions.

[v2}
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Pre-Test
1. What is a conjunction?
2. Discuss the different classes of conjunctions aed functions.
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Suggested for further reading

Alo, Moses & Ayo Ogunsiji (Eds). (2004).English Language
Communication Skills for Academic Purpaséizadan: General Studies
Programme, University of Ibadan.

Babajide, Adeyemi. (2004) Tense, Aspect and Concord. In Alo &
Ogunsiji (Eds) pp. 216- 236.

Bolaji, E.B. and A. Alabi (Eds). (1974)The Principle and

Practice of Communicatiorllorin: Institute of General Studies, Kwara
State Polytechnic.

Funsho, A (Ed). (1990).English Across Disciplines: A Use of
English Course Texikeja: Pumark Nigeria Limited.

Lamidi, M. T. (2006). Introduction to English Grammar and
Compositionlbadan: Distance Learning Centre, University atdan.

Olaosebikan, Z.0. and S.M. Qlaosebikan. (2001).Fundamentals of
English Grammarlbadan: Ramsed Publications

Taiwo, O. (2008)Basic Concepts in Grammalbadan: Distance
Learning Centre, University of Ibadan.
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LECTURE ELEVEN

Modifiers in Sentence Construction

Introduction

In this lecture, | shall discuss words or groupmairds which are used to
describe another word. They are referred to as fieosli | shall explain
how these words are used or employed in modifinatiéinally | shall
examine misplaced modifiers as well as danglingifred.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. define modifiers;
2. identify modifiers in sentences;
3. place modifiers appropriately; and
4. avoid dangling modifiers.

Pre-Test
1. What is modifier?
2. Briefly explain with examples the term misplaceddifiers.
3. What do you understand by dangling modifiers?

CONTENT
Definition of Modifiers

Modifiers are words or group of words whose funttis to describe,
limit, intensify or add to the meaning of anotheord; called the head
word. The word classes which can be modified arenap verbs,
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adjectives and adverbs. In the examples belownibdifiers are in italics,
while the words they modify are capitalized:

Noun modifier
TheshortBOY wore ared SHIRT.
Theold MAN in the garderis my father.

Verb modifier
The man RUNSIlowly.
The boy DIEDIast week

Adjective modifier
The novel ishighly INTERESTING.
You arevery SAD
This isextremelyBAD.

Adverb modifier
Ade attends lecturdairly REGULARLY.
He worksquite EFFECTIVELY.

As we can observe, the modifier can occur befareafter the
modified word. The modifiers in our example sentmnare single words
or fairly short phrases; but modifiers can somesiman into fairly long
phrases.

Examples:
Driving home at nightQlu was attacked by robbers
When | was listening to musitie light went off

In the examples above, the modifiers are in italics

As implied in the definition above, modifiers pldélye very crucial
role of telling us a lot more about the modifiedrd® than the words
themselves can do. However, in the use of modjfitbere are two major
precautions that must be taken all the time. These
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1. misplacing the modifier, and
2. using dangling modifiers.

Misplaced modifiers
A modifier is said to be misplaced when it occurs iposition where:

1. it appears to modify a word other than the intendeg& and
therefore gives the sentence a different meanimg the intended
meaning;

2. it appears to modify either of two words and therefmakes the
sentence ambiguous; or it makes the sentence oddt ifotally
ungrammatical.

Consider the following examples:
1. *Taye almost ate all the food
2. Olu’s brother encouraged him frequently to study
3. *The policeman shot the innocent boy nearly

The intended meaning in example (1) is thaye ate most of the
food, but saying halmost ateit is saying that he did not eat it at all. To
almost dosomething is not to do it at all. So, the modif@@mostis
misplaced since it is made to modégtinstead ofll of the food

The correct expression should be
Taye ate almost all of the food.

In different but related example in (2), it iKleterminate whether
frequentlymodifiesencouragedr to study that is, do the speaker means:

4 a. Olu’s brother frequently encouraged himttalyg, or
b. Olu’s brother encouraged him talgtfrequently?

As evident in (4a&b), the ambiguity in (2) is resadl by simply placing
the modifier as close as possible to the word itlifres and as far away as
possible from the other possibilities.

In example (3)nearly modifiesshotbut is placed very far away from
it. The correct version is:
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5. The policemanearlyshot the innocent boy.

As shown above, to avoid misplacing modifiers, things must be done:

1. you should be clear in your mind what modifiers wibh what
words and try to place each modifier as close a&sipte to the
word it modifies, and

2. avoid placing a modifier between two words whdrdecomes
unclear which one it modifies, or placing it in asgion where it
makes the sentence odd or ungrammatical.

Dangling modifiers
A modifier is said to be dangling when it does matdify any word in the
sentence where it is used.
For example:
6. *Listening to musicthe light went off
7. *Expecting troubleadequate precautions were taken.

The modifiers in italics here are dangling. Whoswastening to
music? Who was expecting trouble? We are not told.

Another common error is placing the modified weadfar away from
the modifier that the latter appears to apply tmamther word. Consider
the following examples:

8. *Driving home late at nightobbers attacked Olu.
9. *Atthe age of sevemy mother took me to London.

As we can see in example (8), it appears aswhg the robbers who
were driving home late at night, while in (9), ppears that it is my
mother who was seven. But we understand that thifiews in (8) and (9)
refer toOlu andmerespectively.

To avoid dangling modifiers and other related peots, the
following precautions must be taken:

1. make sure that the word being modified is presethe sentence.
Expecting trouble, we took adequate precautions.

2. place the word as close as possible to its modifier
Driving home late at night, Olu was attacked bylbets.
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3. re-write the dangling modifier as a dependent @aus
When | was listening to music, the light went off.

Sometimes, a modifier can modify the whole sentamzbsometimes only
part of it. When this happens, there is often aniigant change in
meaning; e.g.

Wisely he refused to spend his money.
He refused to spend his moneigely.

In the first sentencayisely modifies the whole sentence, while in the
second sentence, it modifies oslyend In the first sentence, the person in

guestion did not spend his money at all (which wése of him); in the
second sentence, he spent it foolishly. So, whanuse a modifier, be
sure that the meaning it conveys is the one yanuhit to have.

Summary
In this lecture, | examined modifiers and theiemobr uses in sentence
| defined modifiers as words or group of words wadsnction is tg
describe, limit, intensify or add to the meaningaabther word, calle
the head word. | mentioned that modifiers coulduodaefore or after
the modified word. | went ahead to discuss misglacedifiers and
dangling modifiers. To avoid misplacing modifieypu should be clea
in your mind what modifiers go with what words anyl to place eack
modifier as close as possible to the word it meditind avoid placing
modifier between two words, where it becomes umclgaich one it
modifies.

Post-Test
1. What is modifier?

2. What do you understand by the term dangling andplaced
modifiers?

3. The modifiers in the following sentences are misgth Correct
them by placing them nearer the words they modify.

a. Olu told Tola to go to hell in a loud voice.
b. All the students failed almost to do the assignment
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c. The students after the semester holidays retumedhool.
d. Everyone nearly enjoys watching a football match.
e. Tolu scored 80% in the examination surprisingly.

4. Write out the word or group of words which mgdifie capitalized
word.

a. The tall black MAN stood under the tree

It happens very FREQUENTLY

The dinner was quite DELIGHTFUL

The thief GLANCED furtively around.

The ROBBER who tried to escape was shot dead.

®aoo00o

Suggested for further reading

Alo, Moses & Ayo Ogunsiji (Eds). (2004).English Language
Communication Skills for Academic Purpaséizadan: General Studies
Programme, University of Ibadan.

Babajide, Adeyemi. (2004) Tense, Aspect and Concord. In Alo &
Ogunsiji (Eds) pp. 216- 236.

Bolaji, E.B. and A. Alabi (Eds). (1974)The Principle and
Practice of Communicatiorllorin: Institute of General Studies, Kwara
State Polytechnic.

Funshg, A (Ed). (1990).English Across Disciplines: A Use of
English Course Textkeja: Pumark Nigeria Limited.

Lamidi, M. T. (2006). Introduction to English Grammar and
Compositionlbadan: Distance Learning Centre, University aidan.

Olaosebikan, Z.0. and S.M. Qlaosebikan. 2001.Fundamentals of
English Grammarlbadan, Ramsed Publications

Taiwo, O. (2008)Basic Concepts in Grammalbadan: Distance
Learning Centre, University of Ibadan.

63



LECTURE TWELVE

Concord/Agreement in Sentences

Introduction

When two grammatical elements in languages occarsgentence, they do
agree with each other. Therefore, for one to forgneanmatical sentence,
one must ensure that there is agreement betweese themmmatical
elements that make up such a sentence. The agreeméd be in terms
of number, gender or person. So, the lecture istdevto discussing the
meaning and different types of agreement.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. define concord/agreement;

2. form sentences with grammatical elements in agraémigh each
other and;
3. distinguish agreement in English from that in ymather tongue.

Pre-Test
1. What is concord/agreement?
2. What do you understand by subject — verb agreement?
3. Explain the term pronoun-antecedent agreement.

CONTENT
The Meaning of Concord

Concord is the relationship between two grammastahents such that if
one of them contains a particular feature, theragfe has to reflect that
feature. For this reason, one can say concord méameement’.
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Agreement refers to the unity of purpose amongdifferent parts of a
sentence. There are different types of agreemenbocord but the one
easily noticed and most commonly considered is leatveen the verbal
group (the predicator) and the subject (nominapbmnominal group).
This is called grammatical concord. This and otlipes will be examined
in detail.

Subject — verb Agreement

The subject of a verb is usually a noun, a pronoum, noun phrase. In all
acceptable sentences, the subject agrees witheits m number and
person.

Agreement in Number

The principle says that for a singular subject; aisengular verb, provided
that the tense of the verb is present. Considesémtences below:

1 a. The boy laughs.
b. He loves him.

2 a. The boys laugh.
b. They love him.

As we can see, the form of the verbs in (1a &iffeis from that in
(2a & b). Those in examples (1) are in the singllacause they have
singular items as their subjects while those inngdas (2) are in the
plural.

However, this kind of agreement is not morpholaljjc marked in
some Nigerian languages in particular and Africamglages in general.
For example, witness the following sentences intbriba language.

3 a. Olara ¢ja
Olu buy fish
‘Olu buys/bought a fish’.
b. Olu ati Adé ra ¢ja
Olu and Ade buy fish
‘Olu and Ade buy/bought a fish’.
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The subject in (3a) is singular while that of (&plural but the form
of the verb remains unchanged in each case. Thisuat for why some
Yorubéa speakers of English do say or write:

*Olu buy yam
instead of:
Olu buys yam.

Agreement in Person
The rule says that a verb agrees with its subjegerson. Consider the
following sentences:

4. a. llove him

b. You love him
He/She/lt loves him
We love him
You love him
They love him

~® oo

Each pronoun in (4c) is third person and the vierlthe sentence
agrees with the pronoun in terms of person. Thighy its form alone
differs from others.

Also, this third-person subject-verb agreemeiatbisent in the Yoruba
language as shown in the following Yoruba transhatiequivalent

sentences:
5. a. Moferan re
|  love him

b. O feran re

You(sg) love him

c. O feran re
He/She/lt loves him
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d. A feran re

We love him

e. E feran re
You (pl) love him

f. Won feran re
They love him

Note: Speakers of other languages are advised to dsaiine analysis in
their respective languages.

Subject — object Agreement

Another type of agreement is the subject-objectcooh of number,
person, and gender and the subject complement mhnebere the second
element is a reflexive pronoun. Some examples are:

6. a. The boy slapped himself

b. The girl slapped herself

c. They are making bags for themselves
but not:

*The boy slapped herself.

*The girl slapped himself

*They are making bags for himself

Compare the Yoruba example sentences below wahdhEnglish
above.

7a. Omokunrin naa gba eti ara re
boy the slap ear Ydus
‘The boy slapped himself.’

b. Qmobinrin nda gba eti ara re
girl the slap ear body her
‘The girl slapped herself.’
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As shown in the sentences (7a&b), the subjectevbbgender
agreement in English is far from being attestedyoruba. Therefore,
Yoruba speakers of English should be mindful o tichotomy when
writing or speaking the language so as to avoichtieg transfer that may
result in unacceptable utterances.

Pronoun-antecedent Agreement

Pronouns must agree with their antecedents. The aetecedent refers to
the noun that is replaced with a pronoun to avejktition.

The third person pronouns agree with their antecesd both in
number and (in the case of th@ Berson singular pronoun ‘he/shefit’) in
gender. Some examples are:

8. a. John cut his nails
b. Mary burnt her hair
c. Taye and Bola lost their fame.
But not
9. a. *John cut her nails
b. *Mary burnt his hair
c. *Taye and Bola lost his fame

The nounsJohn, Mary and Taye and Bola, which occur in the
sentences (8a — c) above, are substituted witlptteounshis, herand
their respectively. In (8a&b), the pronouns agree witbirt respective
antecedents in terms of gender while in (8c), ttmpun agrees with its
antecedent in number. However, the absence of agement in the in
examples (9) accounts for their ungrammaticality.
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Summary
In this lecture, | explained concord/agreemendefined concord as the
relationship between two grammatical elements shahif one of them
contains a particular feature, the other also ba®flect that feature.
discussed subject-verb agreement where | pointédhail the subjec
agrees with its verb in number and person. Anatyye of agreement i
the subject-object concord of number, person, aedder and th¢
subject complement concord, where the second ekersem reflexive
pronoun. Finally, | looked at pronoun-antecedemrteagent where

explained that the third person pronouns agree théir antecedent
both in number and (in the case of thé Berson singular pronouyn
‘he/shel/it’) in gender.

D ~+ —

(77

Post-Test
1. What is concord/agreement?
2. What do you understand by subject — verb agreement?
3. Explain the ternpronoun-antecedent agreement

Suggested for further reading

Alo, Moses & Ayo Ogunsiji (Eds). (2004).English Language
Communication Skills for Academic Purpaséizadan: General Studies
Programme, University of Ibadan.

Babajide, Adeyemi.( 2004) Tense, Aspect and Concord. In Alo &
Ogunsiji (Eds) pp. 216- 236.

Bolaji, E.B. and A. Alabi (Eds). (1974)The Principle and
Practice of Communicatiorllorin: Institute of General Studies, Kwara
State Polytechnic.

Funshg, A (Ed). (1990).English across Disciplines: A Use of
English Course Textkeja: Pumark Nigeria Limited.

Lamidi, M. T. (2006). Introduction to English Grammar and
Compositionlbadan: Distance Learning Centre, University aidan.

Olaosebikan, Z.0. and S.M. Qlaosebikan. (2001).Fundamentals of
English Grammarlbadan: Ramsed Publications

Taiwo, O. (2008)Basic Concepts in Grammalbadan, Distance
Learning Centre, University of Ibadan.
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LECTURE THIRTEEN

Tense and Aspect

Introduction

The term “tense” is derived from the Latin word rfipus” meaning
“time”. Aspect relates to the perspective from whie verbal action is
considered i.e. as being in progress or as havasy lcompleted. | shall
examine the various forms of tense and aspect awdliey are employed
in the English language.

Objectives

At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. identify both the simple and perfect tenses inlémguage; and
2. explain them clearly to other people.\

It also aims at giving a clear discussion of tadaus aspectual forms
in the English language so that you will be ablage them correctly.

Pre-Test
1. Give the tense of each italicized verb in tléofving sentences:
a. Ifell in love before had reachedears of discretion.

b. The true friend of property, the true consewetis he
whoinsiststhat propertyshall bethe servant and not the master
of the commonwealth.

c. Many peoplebelieve that it was a sad day indeed when
Rutherford split the atom; other peojelievethat if it hadn’t
beenRutherford, itwould have beesomeone else.
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2. Give examples of the following: Present conunsi tense, Present
perfect tense, Future present progressive tens@astdperfective
tense.

CONTENT
TENSE

The term “tense” is derived from the Latin word rfipus” meaning

“time”. In English, reference to the time an actmmevent is made in the
verb. In other words, the form of the verb informisether the action or
event being described took place in the past,ksgaplace now (in the
present) or will take place in the future. The dssion below is taken
from (Babajide 2004: 216-225).

Simple Present Tense

The present form of the given verb marks the simplesent tense.
Examples are given below.

Weare listening to you.
Godis able to do all things.
| leaveeverything to God.

When to use the simple present tense
Sentences in the simple present tense are used:
1. When a state of being is expressed
Weare very busy now.
| ampleased.
Your old mans dead.
2. When a report of an on-going action is made
Herecomeghe boy.
Tick, tick saysthe clock.
3. When aphoristic statements are made
Knowledges power.
The more ware the merrier we shall be.
Timeis money
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4. When reference is made to a bothle Bible, the constitutiorgr
any document as in the following sentences:

The Biblemaintainsthat Jesus died for the sins of man.

The constitution states that no citizen should be unlawfully
detained.

So Long a Letterwritten by Mariama Baexposeshe problems
faced by women in polygamous homes.

5. When a habitual action is reported and whenaralsfact is stated
| studythe Bible regularly.
| pray many times every day.
| die daily.
The surrisesin the east.
6. When a future event is reported
The Presideraddresses world conference tomorrow.
The plandakesoff tonight.
The new TV statiobeginstransmission early next month.

Simple Past Tense

The simple past tense is marked by the use of éisé form of the verb.
Regular verbs derive their past tense form by @kiast tense suffixd or
—edas in the following:

H_d”

note noted die died

agree agreed phone phoned
“_edﬂ

pass passed count  counted
add added open opened

Irregular verbs are those whose past tense formsiat derived by
simply adding-d or —edsuffix. The following are examples.
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cut cut spread spread

do did see saw
go went write wrote
tell told catch caught

When to use sentences in the simple past tense
1. When reporting an action or event that took @liacthe past
The ladykilled the snake in the lecture room.
The lectureansweredhe question.
Some studentan away from class.
Heputthe lecture note on the table.

2. When narrating or lamenting an experience de sththings in the
past

The okada ridehit by the taxi drivediedinstantly.

We went to the class andnformed the students about the
postponement of the test.

Salaries and allowancasedto be paid regularly.

3. When an event scheduled for a particular timehim future is
changed or aborted

Theywereto travel tomorrow before fire incident.
The criminalwasto be publicly executed but died this morning

4. When referring to a past habitual action
Wewerealways at home after church on Sundays.

She was always out of school during the weekends in her
undergraduate days.

Theywerenever friendly as neighbours.
5. When an event slated for a time in the pasthdidake place
Weexpectedo see them at the occasion.
It wasto happen yesterday.
Theywereto come to the party.
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Future Tense

Futurity can be expressed in a number of ways igli&im Some of these
are:

1. By usingwill orshalle.g.
a. lwill cometomorrow morning.
b. Ishall comegomorrow morning.
c. Heshall comgomorrow morning.
d. Hewill cometomorrow morning.

Shallis used with the first person (I, We) to exprdsssimple future
while will is used to express a promise or certainty. Thegefentence (a)
above expresses the strong intention of the speakepme tomorrow
morning, while (b) simply expresses the simple fat®n the other hand,
whenwill is used with the second and third persons (You SimelHe/
It/They), the simple future is expressed, wheréas,use ofshall in this
case expresses an obligation. Therefore, senteh@xjjresses the strong
intention or determination of the speaker, whereastence (b) expresses
the simple future.

Other ways of expressing futurity are
2. By using simple present tense
The Presiderieavesfor Togo tomorrow
Our examinatiorstartstomorrow.
This is the case when the future action has besmpt or time-tabled.
3. By using present continuous tense
The Presidernis leavingfor Togo tomorrow.
Our examinatiofis startingtomorrow.

The present continuous tense is used here justtiikesimple present
explained above.

Aspect

Aspect relates to the perspective from which aaleabtion is considered,
i.e. as being in progress (progressive aspect} tiaging been completed
(perfective aspect).
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Continuity (progressive aspect)

The progressive aspect of verbs shows that theradgscribed is, was, or
will be continuous.

| am learningEnglish grammar
Weare all doingsomething.

| was learningenglish grammar
Wewereall doing something.

| will be learningEnglish grammar
Wewill all be doingsomething.

Completeness

This shows that an action or activity described hasn completed. In
other words, the action or activity described iseadly concluded.
Examine the sentences below.

| have danced(completed action)
| am dancing(action in progress)

In English, tense and aspect can combine, and wWiesndo, we have the
following:

Present Continuous Tense

This is a combination of present tense and progesgontinuous)
aspect. It is used to indicate an action in pragieshe present.

| am dancingmerrily.
Weare readingnow.

Past Progressive Tense

This combines past tense and progressive aspestusied to indicate an
action that was in progress in the past, when dangetlse occurred

| was dancingmerrily.
Wewere readingvhen you called.
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Present Perfect Tense
This is the combination of the present tense aag#rifective aspect.

| have writternthe note.
Wehave washethe plates.

This structure is used for a completed action & phst but which is still
relevant to the present.

Past Perfect Tense
This is combination of past tense and perfectiyeets
Wehad writtenthe note before you came.
Wehad washedhe plates before you finished cooking.

This tense is used when at least two actions oedurr the past, with one
occurring before the other. The action that ocalutrefore the other is
expressed in the past perfective form while th@séaction is expressed
in the simple past form.

Future Progressive
It is used to express an action that will be ingpess in the future.
| will be dancingthis time tomorrow.
Weshall be discussinthe matter with him this time tomorrow

Present Perfect Progressive

| have been reading
Shehas been dancing
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Summary

while the simple past tense is marked by the ugbepast form of th
forms other ways. The future tense is expresseld th# use ofhall
andwill. Shallis used with the first person, while the second #nird

verbal action is considered, i.e. as being in psgi(progressive aspe
or as having been completed (perfective aspect).

In this lecture, | examined the various forms afse and aspect and
how they are employed in the English language. fohe of the verb
shows whether the action or event being describe#t place in the
past, is taking place now (in the present) or teike place in the future.
The present form of the given verb marks the singlesent tense

verb. However, for regular verbs, they derive thmast tense form b
taking past tense suffixd or —ed, while irregular derive past tense

1 > 1

¢

KW

persons emplowvill. Aspect relates to the perspective from which a

Ct)

Post-Test
1. Give the tense of each italicized verb in tleoWing sentences:
a. lIfell in love before had reachegears of discretion.
b. The true friend of property, the true consematiis h

e

whoinsiststhat propertyshall bethe servant and not the master

of the commonwealth.

c. Many peoplebelieve that it was a sad day indeed when
Rutherford split the atom; other peogelievethat if it hadn’t

beenRutherford, itwould have beesomeone else.

2. Give examples of the following: Present conunsi tense, Present
perfect tense, Future present progressive tens@astdperfective

tense.

Suggested for further reading

Alg, Moses & Ayo Ogunsiji (Eds). (2004).English Language

Communication Skills for Academic Purpasészadan: General Stud
Programme, University of Ibadan.
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Babajide, Adeyemi. (2004) Tense, Aspect and Concord. In Alo &

Ogunsiji (Eds) pp. 216- 236.

Bolaji, E.B. and A. Alabi (Eds). (1974)The Principle and
Practice of Communicatiorllorin: Institute of General Studies, Kwara

State Polytechnic.
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Funshg, A (Ed). (1990).English Across Disciplines: A Use of
English Course Textkeja: Pumark Nigeria Limited.

Lamidi, M. T. (2006). Introduction to English Grammar and
Compositionlbadan: Distance Learning Centre, University atdan.

Olaosebikan, Z.0. and S.M. Qlaosebikan. (2001).Fundamentals of
English Grammarlbadan: Ramsed Publications

Taiwo, O. (2008)Basic Concepts in Grammalbadan, Distance
Learning Centre, University of Ibadan.
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LECTURE FOURTEEN

General Revision

Examine the post-test questions on all the lectu#esyou able to answer
all these questions satisfactorily? If you are stady again the lectures
whose questions you cannot answer to identify Hoenty issues. You
must be able to explain the topics covered in thisrse because this is a
foundation course in grammar. Your ability to expland teach others
this course would give you a solid and firm founolat Good luck!
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